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Historians Notebook 

Dr. Gloria Vollmers will complete 
her term as editor of The Accounting 
Historians Journal with the publica-
tion of the December 2017 issue.  
She will be replaced by Dr. William 
H. Black of the University of North 
Georgia.  Dr. Black will take over the 
responsibility for new manuscripts in 
mid 2017. 
 
Dr. Black has a broad background in 
accounting academe.  Before going 
to North Georgia, he had taught at 
the Universities of Illinois and Mich-
igan, at Penn State University, the 
University of Mississippi, Case 
Western Reserve University, and 
Emory University.  Early in his ca-
reer, he worked for four of the then 
Big-eight firms and served as a re-
search assistant at the Financial Ac-
counting Standards Board (FASB) 
where he worked closely with noted 
accounting theoreticians of the twen-
tieth century in the persons of David 
Solomons, Maurice Moonitz, Reed 
Storey, and Robert Sprouse.  He 
holds CPA, CMA, CFE, and certifi-
cates in valuation.  Thus, both his 
work and research interests are 

Congratulations to the New Editor of the 
Accounting Historians Journal 

broad.  He was also one of the found-
ers of the Academy for Ethics in Fi-
nancial Reporting.  His academic 
credentials include growing up in a 
family with an accounting professor 
for a father.  His father, Homer 
Black, was a long-time professor at 
Florida State University.  Thus, Bill’s 
network of accountancy professors 
includes not only his own generation, 
but that of his father as well. 
 
His accounting history credentials are 
equally impressive.  He has worked 

(Continued on page 4) 
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A lot has occurred in the past year 
that will have considerable impact on 
the future fortunes of the Academy of 
Accounting Historians. The Academy 
has completed most of the steps for 
the transition from a stand-alone enti-
ty to a section of the American Ac-
counting Association. As a section, 
we will enjoy the full support of the 
AAA’s organizational structure in 
expanding the reach of our journal 
and in opening new avenues of schol-
arship for our members. Just as sig-
nificant will be the potential for an 
increase in membership in the section 
from AAA members interested in 
accounting history. We will also en-
joy a more fully integrated experi-
ence at the AAA annual meeting. 
Soon we will be planning our first 
mid-year scholarly meeting. 
 
In the process of the transition to a 
section of the AAA we discovered 
that the Accounting Historian’s Jour-
nal ranks among the highest scholarly 
journals in the academy world-wide. 
We have the scholarly activity of our 
members to thank for such an accom-
plishment, as well as the journal’s 
editor, Gloria Vollmers, who has led 
the development of the AHJ for many 
years. Please take a few minutes at 
the annual meeting this year to thank 
Gloria for her selfless, thoughtful, 
and careful service as editor. She is 
retiring from the position this year, 
though we anticipate her continued 
leadership engagement with the 

Academy. Also, take a minute or two 
to greet the new editor, Bill Black, 
chosen by the executive committee 
from a group of highly qualified and 
motivated nominees. Bill’s nomina-
tion and subsequent response to the 
committee’s inquiries indicate that he 
has an ambitious agenda for the fu-
ture of the journal. Please continue to 
grace the Academy’s journal with 
your submissions. The AHJ will be 
packaged with the AAA’s other jour-
nals, which will make your scholarly 
efforts even more widely disseminat-
ed and discussed than in the past. 
 
Other major changes coming this 
year involve new leadership for the 
Academy. Dale Flesher has replaced 
Gary Previts as chair of the board of 
trustees since January 1, 2017. Jen-
nifer Reynolds-Moehrle has served as 
president-elect since last fall. Dale, 
Gary, and Jennifer have served as the 
transition team responsible for the 
Academy’s smooth entrance to the 
AAA in conjunction with Erica Za-
karias from the AAA staff. In his ca-
pacity as chair, Dale has also begun 

(Continued on page 4) 

President’s Message 

Robert Colson 
 Baruch College CUNY 
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with four past presidents of the Acad-
emy of Accounting Historians, has 
taught courses in accounting history, 
and was the official historian for the 
AAA/AICPA Pathways Commission 
and contributed to the development 
of that group’s initial report.  While a 
doctoral student, he worked as a staff 
member in the National Library of 
the Accounting Profession at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi and developed 
a substantive understanding of the 
research resources available in the 
realm of accounting history.  He is 
also a past winner of the Academy’s 
Vangermeersch Manuscript Award.  
His dissertation involved research in 
the intersection of accounting history 
and accounting education.  He also 
has access to an extensive research 
database containing information on 
all accounting history publications 
over the past several decades, which 
he will use as editor to refresh his 
recollection of relevant publications. 
 
Bill has also been a professional edi-
tor and has worked with the authors 
of many accounting history books.  
That experience enhanced his under-
standing of the multitude of ways that 
authors from different accounting 
traditions and perspectives can ex-
press their findings and insights.  In 
addition to the book editing experi-
ence, Bill has significant experience 
with the editorial review process on 
the author’s side of the table.  He has 
also served as a reviewer for several 
regional and national meetings of the 
American Accounting Association 
and other groups.  He has also 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

representing the Academy at AAA 
section leadership meetings and AAA 
Council. Jennifer has taken on in-
creasing leadership roles since the 
last AAA meeting as I have gradually 
phased out. She will formally take 
over as president at the business 
meeting in August. They have all 
worked hard and carefully with AAA 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

worked with authors in support of 
their written communications when 
English was not their initial mode of 
expression. 
 
The members of the editor selection 
committee were overwhelmed with 
the qualifications that Bill Black 
brought to the Academy.  He has an 
excellent understanding of the histor-
ical development of accounting prac-
tice and its interrelation with business 
and economic history, including the 
environment in which these elements 
developed.  He has a broad back-
ground and, although he doesn’t es-
pouse a particular school of thought, 
or philosophy of history, he is open 
to all aspects and areas of accounting 
history.  Because the Academy of 
Accounting Historians is now an offi-
cial section of the American Ac-
counting Association, Bill plans to 
attend regional and sectional meet-
ings of the AAA to popularize the 
Journal among AAA members and to 
encourage more researchers to take 
an interest in accounting history.  
Welcome Bill Black as the new edi-
tor of The Accounting Historians 
Journal. 
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staff and leadership during this tran-
sition period. Please give them your 
support by attending the Academy’s 
CPE Session and annual business 
meeting on Sunday during the AAA 
meeting. We will continue to host our 
popular ice cream social after the 
business meeting. 
 
Other members of the executive com-
mittee have also contributed count-
less hours and efforts over the past 
year. Stephanie Moussalli’s contribu-
tions as secretary have helped us 
maintain contact with our members 
and boards, a role she will continue 
to play next year. Yvette Lazdowski 
has planned our annual CPE session 
for the annual meeting, a task she has 
done ably for several years, with the 
assistance this year of Stephan 
Fafatas. Yvette has transitioned dur-
ing the past year to the job of treasur-
er, a task so very ably performed by 
Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle for sever-
al years. Gary Sprakkman has led our 
effort during the past several years in 
maintaining our journal in various 
scholarly data bases. Tiffany Welch 
has served as the administrator for 
the Academy for a long time. We 
have much to thank her for. Thank 
you all for your efforts. 
 
At some point, we all become histo-
ry! Last year was my last AAA meet-
ing. I won’t be joining you in San 
Diego. The Academy and the many 
friends I have enjoyed over the years 
at the ice cream social will in my 
thoughts this August. Thank you for 
your support during my presidency. 

(Continued from page 4) 
 Randalls Establish 

Endowment For 
AICPA Collection 

 
Lee Randall loves the University of 
Mississippi. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in accountancy from Ole Miss 
in 1971 and after retiring from Enter-
gy as vice president and general audi-
tor, Randall wanted to give back to 
his alma mater. 
 
Randall and his wife, Kathy, of New 
Orleans, have created the Lee and 
Kathy Randall AICPA Collection 
Support Endowment for the J.D. Wil-
liams Library in the amount of 
$30,000. 
 
“I’m a graduate of Ole Miss and 
wanted to give something back to the 
university,” he said. “The collection 
is a bridge between the library and 
accountancy, my first love. Hopefully 
our gift will encourage others to pro-
vide support as well.” 
 
The National Library of the Account-
ing Profession at UM houses more 
than 200,000 accounting items. In-
cluded in this impressive count is the 
huge library of the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants, the 
national organization for practicing 
accountants. This constitutes the larg-
est collection of accounting materials 
in the world. 
 
The AICPA donated its century-old 
collection of books, pamphlets, man-
uscripts and periodicals to the univer-
sity in two installments, one in 2001 
and the last in 2014. These materials 
document the social, political and 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Academy Activities at the 
American Accounting Association 

2017 Annual Meeting 
 

Imagining Our Future 
August 5-9, 2017, San Diego 

 
Sunday, August 7th 

 
1:00 PM - 4:30 PM 

CPE Workshop: Accounting History Perspectives 
Please see page 10 for details on the CPE workshop. 

 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

AAH Business Meeting 
All active Academy members are welcome to join us for the annual business meeting to 

catch up on Academy business and/or to share information. 
 

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM 
Ice Cream Social 

Plans are underway, but details are not confirmed at this time. 
 

Location details for all of the activities will be shared via email and on the web-
site (www.aaahq.org/AAH) once available. 

 
 

Transition Notes 
 

The Academy officially becomes a section of the American Accounting Association 
(AAA) on June 1, 2017. The bylaws of the Academy were modified to conform to AAA 
policies and will appear on the new AAA Academy section website effective June 1. 
 
The Academy’s fiscal year will begin to conform to the AAA’s (May 31st ) and terms of 
office also will begin to conform to the officer term periods of the AAA. Current offic-
ers will remain in place through the August 2017 meeting period of the AAA. Robert 
Colson will serve as president through the AAA meeting term period. Jennifer Reynolds 
-Moehrle will serve as President and President-Elect in the next AAA term. Nomina-
tions and elections of officers and trustees will be held the following AAA term year for 
openings then available.  These elements were arranged by the Academy’s transition 
team in conjunction with review by AAA officers and senior staff.  
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JOIN ACADEMY MEMBERS & GUESTS 
 

AT THE 
 

AMERICAN ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

SAN DIEGO, CA, SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2017 

1:00 – 4:30 PM 

 
 

 
 

 

CPE WORKSHOP:  

ACCOUNTING HISTORY PERSPECTIVES 
 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF TOPICS & SPEAKERS: 

 
Accounting History at the Graduate Level, Dale Flesher 

 

Using Historical Accounting Records in Undergraduate Classes, 

Stephan Fafatas 

 

Benedictine Order as a Subject of Power (13
th

 Century Accounting 

Practices), Massimo Sargiacomo 

 

History of the Fair Value Term and Its Measurements, Martin Persson 

 

Open Access to Historical Accounting Material on the University of 

Mississippi Website, Royce Kurtz 

 

Accounting Practices of Thomas Jefferson in Relationship to Enlight-

enment Thought and Slavery, Richard Baker 

 

Reflections on the History of the AAH, Gary Previts 

 
 
 

Members, prospective members, workshop attendees and guests: Remem-

ber to join us for the annual Business Meeting after the workshop.   
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Elsevier’s CiteScore Introduced for 2015 
Gives AHJ Strong Ranking 

 
In December, Elsevier announced the release of Scopus’ new journal metrics 
system, CiteScore, which it describes as providing “comprehensive, transparent, 
current insights into journal impact.” The company calls CiteScore a new stand-
ard “that will help you guide your journal more effectively in the future.” 
CiteScore metrics are “part of the Scopus basket of journal metrics that includes 
SNIP (Source Normalized Impact per Paper), SJR (SCImago Journal Rank), 
citation- and document- counts and percentage cited. The integration of these 
metrics into Scopus provides insights into the citation impact of more than 
22,220 titles.” 
 
“The impact factor is often criticized because of this ‘inconsistency’ between 
the numerator and the denominator. CiteScore includes all document types both 
in the citation count in the numerator and in the publication count in the denom-
inator. Compared with the impact factor, CiteScore therefore has the advantage 
that the numerator and the denominator are fully consistent.” 
 
From the article, “Elsevier’s CiteScore Metrics Compete With the Journal Im-
pact Factor,” by Nancy K. Herther posted January 17, 2017 on the Information 
Today, Inc. website. 
 
(http://newsbreaks.infotoday.com/NewsBreaks/Elseviers-CiteScore-Metrics-Compete-
With-the-Journal-Impact-Factor-115777.asp)   

 
Have you seen the new Academy website? 

 

www.aaahq.org/AAH 
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Elsevier’s 2015 CiteScore Rankings 
 

Full details for 22,256 titles at: https://journalmetrics.scopus.com/. 

Rank Source Title 2015 
CiteScore  Percentile 

#1 Journal of Finance 6.30 99th 

#2 Journal of Financial Economics 5.61 98th 

#3 Journal of Accounting and Economics 5.14 97th 

#4 Review of Financial Studies 4.14 97th 

#5 Management Accounting Research 4.07 96th 

#6 Accounting, Organizations and Society 3.97 95th 

#7 Accounting Review 3.87 94th 

#8 Journal of Accounting Research 3.68 93rd 

#9 Contemporary Accounting Research 2.60 93rd 

#10 British Accounting Review 2.56 92nd 

#11 Accounting, Auditing and Accountability 
Journal 2.49 91st 

#12 Auditing 2.40 90th 

#12 Work, Employment and Society 2.40 90th 

#14 Accounting Historians Journal 2.38 88th 

#14 Journal of Technology Transfer 2.38 88th 

#16 Journal of Accounting and Public Policy 2.35 87th 

#17 International Journal of Accounting In-
formation Systems 2.22 86th 

#18 Accounting Horizons 2.19 85th 

#19 Journal of Financial and Quantitative 
Analysis 2.08 84th 

#19 Journal of Information Systems 2.08 84th 

#21 Critical Perspectives on Accounting 2.06 83rd 

#22 European Accounting Review 2.04 82nd 

#23 Review of Accounting Studies 2.02 81st 

#24 Meditari Accountancy Research 1.93 81st 

#25 Journal of Risk and Insurance 1.84 80th 
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University of Mississippi Professor, 
Dale L. Flesher, Honored with 

SEC Faculty Achievement Award 

Dale L. Flesher, the Roland and Sher-
yl Burns Chair and Professor in 
the Patterson School of Accountancy, 
is the 2017 Southeastern Conference 
Faculty Achievement Award honoree 
for the University of Mississippi. 
 
“What an honor it was to be selected 
from among top-notch faculty at an 
R1 institution,” Flesher said. 
“Receiving this award has provided 
me with more enthusiasm and energy 
to continue pursuing my research 
interests.” 
 
To be eligible for the SEC Faculty 
Achievement Award, an individual 
must have achieved the rank of full 
professor at an SEC institution, have 
a record of extraordinary teaching 
and have a record of scholarship that 
is recognized nationally and/or inter-
nationally. 
 
“Most of my previous honors have 
been awarded by organizations in the 
field of accounting, and it is hum-
bling to be recognized by colleagues 
in your discipline,” Flesher said. 
“However, this award is most special 
because I will have the opportunity to 
represent all of the faculty across 
campus at the University of Missis-
sippi, where I have devoted the last 
40 years of my career.” 
 
A graduate of the University of Cin-
cinnati and Ball State University, 

Flesher joined the faculty in 1977. 
When Flesher was presented the 
2005 Thomas J. Burns Biographical 
Research Award at the Academy of 
Accountant Historians Hall of Fame 
Conference, it was noted that “Dr. 
Flesher has done more biographical 
research and publishing than anyone 
in the field of accounting.” 
 
Flesher has authored more than 400 
articles in more than 100 profession-
al journals. He has also written 50 
books in 91 editions. 
 
His numerous history books include 
the 50th anniversary history of the 
Institute of Internal Auditors and the 
75th anniversary history of the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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American Accounting Association, as 
well as books on the history of the 
Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business and the National 
Association of State Boards of Ac-
countancy. He has had five tax books 
published by Commerce Clearing 
House, and he published a book on 
the history of the Ole Miss account-
ancy program. 
 
Flesher is a member of many profes-
sional organizations, including the 
American Institute of CPAs, Missis-
sippi Society of CPAs, American 
Taxation Association, Institute of 
Internal Auditors, Association of 
Government Accountants, Institute of 
Management Accountants, American 
Accounting Association and the 
Academy of Accounting Historians, 
which he served as international pres-
ident in 1988. He served as editor of 
The Accounting Historians Journal 
from 1989 through 1994. He previ-
ously edited the Accounting Histori-
ans Notebook for 10 years. 
 
He has received outstanding educator 
or outstanding researcher awards 
from the American Institute of CPAs, 
the Institute of Internal Auditors, the 
Academy of Accounting Historians, 
the Mississippi Society of CPAs and 
other organizations. 
 
Flesher’s stellar reputation helped 
bring the American Institute of 
CPA’s library to the Oxford campus, 
creating one of the world’s best and 
largest accounting research resources. 
He was also instrumental in estab-
lishing the university’s Tax History 

(Continued from page 10) Research Center, Electronic Data 
Processing Auditing Archival Center 
and the McMickle Rare Book Li-
brary. 
 
The 2011 recipient of UM’s Distin-
guished Research and Creative 
Achievement Award, Flesher said he 
is dedicated to training the next gen-
eration of accountancy professors by 
mentoring graduate students in the 
field. The 2011 recipient of the 
AICPA National Outstanding Educa-
tor Award, Flesher is among only 
five accounting faculty from SEC 
institutions to receive this award 
throughout its 32-year history. He is 
associate dean of the UM School of 
Accountancy and coordinator of all 
its graduate programs. 
 
“For 40 years now, Dr. Flesher has 
helped define excellence at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi,” Chancellor 
Jeffrey Vitter said. “This award is 
another recognition of his role as an 
outstanding academic leader, an em-
powering mentor, a committed teach-
er and one of the most prolific con-
tributors in his field.” 
 
Selected by a committee of SEC 
provosts, the SEC Faculty Achieve-
ment Awards and the SEC Professor 
of the Year Award are part of SECU, 
the academic initiative of the South-
eastern Conference. 
 
 
Photo by Robert Jordan/Ole Miss Com-
munications. 
 
Article by Edwin Smith, Ole Miss News, 
March 30, 2017. 
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Charles Richard Baker is Professor of 
Accounting at the Willumstad School 
of Business, Adelphi University, New 
York. His main research interests over 
a period of forty years as an academic 
accountant have focused on the evolu-
tion of the public accounting profes-
sion, in particular: history of the pro-
fession, comparative systems of regu-
lation, ethical issues, independence, 
and legal liability.  
 
Professor Baker received his Ph.D. 
from the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA) and he is a Certified 
Public Accountant (CPA) in New 
York State.  
 
He has published over 120 academic 
and professional articles in journals 
such as The Accounting Review, Con-
temporary Accounting Research, Aba-
cus, Journal of Accounting and Public 
Policy, European Accounting Review, 
Accounting History, Accounting His-
torians’ Journal, Accounting History 
Review, Journal of Business Ethics, 
Human Relations, Accounting, Audit-
ing and Accountability Journal, Criti-
cal Perspectives on Accounting, Ac-
counting Forum, International Jour-
nal of Accounting, Qualitative Re-
search in Accounting and Manage-
ment, The CPA Journal, and Compta-
bilité-Contrôle-Audit. 

He has also served on the editorial 
board of various academic and profes-
sional journals including: Accounting, 
Auditing and Accountability Journal, 
Critical Perspectives on Accounting, 
Accounting Forum, Accounting and 
the Public Interest, Qualitative Re-
search in Accounting and Finance,  
Accounting History, Accounting His-
torians’ Journal, and The CPA Jour-
nal. 
 
In addition, he has edited three Spe-
cial Issues for academic journals in-
cluding issues appearing in: Account-
ing, Auditing and Accountability Jour-

(Continued on page 13) 

Academy Member Spotlight: 
C. Richard Baker 
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nal, Qualitative Research in Account-
ing and Management, and Account-
ing History. 
 
Following a thesis developed over 
many years that business enterprises 
and accounting have co-existed and 
complemented each other over a peri-
od of 3500 years, in various recent 
articles Professor Baker has traced 
the development of accounting and 
business practices in ancient Mesopo-
tamia, the Byzantine Empire, 12th 
Century Italy, 16th Century Germany, 
17th Century France, and 20th Century 
America.  The overall objective has 
been to demonstrate that accounting 
and business practices have always 
existed in human civilizations. 

(Continued from page 12) 
 

regulatory history of a profession crit-
ical to the development of the modern 
world economy. 
 
By agreement with the AICPA, 
Royce Kurtz, associate professor and 
AICPA research and instruction li-
brarian, is digitizing and making 
freely available older AICPA publica-
tions on the internet. 
 
Other items he is digitizing include 
the Accounting Historians Journal of 
the Academy of Accounting Histori-
ans, an enormous historical collection 
published by agreement with the ac-
counting firm Deloitte, and a large 
collection of items that are old 
enough to be out of copyright. The 
library’s full-text digital accounting 
collections contain 400,000 pages 
from some 8,000 books, pamphlets, 
and journal articles. 
 
From an article by Christina Steube on 
hoddytoddy.com on January 28, 2017. 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

Public Oversight Board and 
O’Malley Panel Report Archives 

 
Academy member, George Fritz, with the help of Royce Kurtz at Ole Miss, es-
tablished archives for the Public Oversight Board’s charter, annual reports and 
special reports, as well as the O’Malley Panel Report. 
  
POB Charter & Reports: 
 

http://web.archive.org/web/20150507002305/http://
www.publicoversightboard.org/about.htm 
 
O'Malley Panel Report: 
 

http://web.archive.org/web/20000816000651/http://
www.pobauditpanel.org/download.html 
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Call for Award Nominations 
 

Nominations deadline for all awards: 
June 1, 2017 

 

Send nominations to: 
Academy Executive Committee at acchistory@case.edu 

 
Hourglass Award 
The Hourglass Award of the Academy of Accounting Historians is presented 
annually to an individual who has made a demonstrable and significant contri-
bution to knowledge through research and publication in accounting history. 
The judging panel will echo the tradition of openness and flexibility associated 
with the Award and will emphasize the importance of contribution as the funda-
mental criterion. To that end there is no restriction as to who may make a nomi-
nation, the country in which the nominee is resident, or the paradigms and 
methodologies employed in the nominee’s work. Nominators are asked to sup-
ply a 200-word (maximum) statement summarizing the reasons why the nomi-
nee should be considered, full contact details of the nominator and nominee and 
a list of relevant contributions and any other relevant documentation supplied 
by the nominee who has agreed to be nominated. 
 
 
The Vangermeersch Manuscript Award 
In 1988, The Academy of Accounting Historians established an annual manu-
script award to encourage scholars new to the field to pursue historical research. 
An historical manuscript on any aspect of the field of accounting, broadly de-
fined, is appropriate for submission. 
 

Eligibility and Guidelines for Submissions 
Any accounting faculty member, who holds a full-time appointment and 
who received his/her masters/doctorate within seven years previous to the 
date of submission, is eligible to be considered for this award. Coauthored 
manuscripts will be considered (if at least one coauthor received his/her 
master/doctorate within the last seven years). Manuscripts must conform to 
the style requirements of the Accounting Historians Journal. Previously 
published manuscripts or manuscripts under review are not eligible for con-
sideration. A cover letter, indicating the author’s mailing address, the date 
of the award of the masters/doctoral degree, and a statement that the manu-
script has not been published or is not currently being considered for publi-
cation should be included in the submission packet. Submissions should be 
sent as a Word attachment via email. 
 
 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Review Process and Award 
The committee will evaluate submitted manuscripts on a blind-review basis 
and select one recipient each year. The author will receive a $500 stipend 
and a plaque to recognize his/her outstanding achievement in historical re-
search. In the case of coauthored manuscripts, only the junior faculty mem-
ber(s) will receive prizes. The winning manuscript will be published in the 
Accounting Historians Journal after an appropriate review. The award will 
be given annually unless the committee determines that no submission war-
rants recognition as an outstanding manuscript. 
 
 

Barbara D. Merino Award for Excellence in Accounting History 
Publication 
This newly established annual award is to recognize the author of the best book 
on an accounting historical topic published in a given year.  Beginning in 2013, 
an annual award in the amount of $1000 has been made to the author of the best 
book published in current or preceding two years, i.e. 2014 through 2016.  The 
winning publication will be based upon the selection of an awards committee 
established by the leadership of the Academy. 
 
 
The Alfred R. Roberts Memorial Research Award 
This newly established award is named in honor of Dr. Alfred R. Roberts, sec-
ond President and long serving Secretary of the Academy, and provides grants 
for research which seek to support the 35 goals identified by Professor Emeritus 
Richard Vangermeersch as to accounting history research, as identified in the 
April 2012 issue of the Accounting Historians Notebook.  Grants will be award-
ed to Academy members for the actualization of ideas to increase the scope of 
the history of accounting.  Written proposals including specification of scope, 
purpose, deliverables and timetable, should be presented to the committee for 
review and approval.   
 
 
The Innovation in Accounting History Education Award 
The intent of the Innovation in Accounting History Education Award is to en-
courage innovations in accounting history education. The award is presented to 
an individual(s) who has developed and implemented an innovative technique/
method for incorporating accounting history topics into undergraduate or gradu-
ate accounting courses. 
Examples of innovative techniques/methods include, but are not limited to: 

 Developing a case, video, audio or course syllabus, etc, that can be used 
to integrate accounting history topics into accounting courses; or 

 Presenting a seminar/condensed course on an accounting history topic. 

(Continued from page 15) 
 

(Continued on page 17) 
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To be eligible, the innovation must have been used in a course that the applicant 
has taught or is currently teaching. Electronic submissions should include the 
following items (as applicable): 

 A description of the innovative technique/method; 
 Submission of the case, video, audio or other innovation, as appropri-

ate, and teaching notes; 
 Identification and description of the course or seminar in which the in-

novation was used; and 
 An explanation of how the innovation has enriched the accounting 

course being taught.  
 
 

The Margit F. and Hanns Martin Schoenfeld Scholarship 
The Academy of Accounting Historians annually awards an individual or indi-
viduals as the recipient or recipients of the Margit F. and Hanns Martin Schoen-
feld Scholarship. The purpose of the scholarship is to encourage and support 
research on the history of accounting by doctoral students and recently appoint-
ed accounting faculty. The scholarship was initiated by the generous gift of Dr. 
Hanns Martin Schoenfeld and the late Dr. Margit Schoenfeld in recognition of 
their belief in the importance of historical scholarship to accounting education 
and research. 
 
A monetary award is available to support research on a doctoral dissertation, or 
develop publications proceeding therefrom by a recent PhD graduate. Qualify-
ing research topics should address the history of accounting. Projects of an in-
ternational nature and those pursued by scholars whose first language is not 
English are particularly invited. Applicants must be currently enrolled for a PhD 
by research, or have completed a PhD by research within the last five years. 
 
Applicants should submit a full curriculum vitae and a statement (containing a 
maximum of 1,000 words) which discusses the doctoral research undertaken on 
the history of accounting, the stage reached and how the award would prove 
beneficial to the applicant. A short statement from a supervisor should also be 
submitted in the case of applicants currently enrolled for a PhD. 
 
 
Thomas J. Burns Biographical Research Award 
The Academy of Accounting Historians annually honors an individual as the 
recipient of the Thomas J. Burns Biographical Research Award. The Award is 
given for outstanding biographical research in the discipline of accountancy. 
The award includes a plaque and a financial award. Dr. Thomas J. Burns, for 
whom the award is named, was a long-time professor at Ohio State University 
and a past president of the Academy of Accounting Historians.  Self nomina-

(Continued from page 16) 
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tions are acceptable. Nominations should be accompanied by a paragraph or 
more detailing why the nominee should be a candidate for the award. The award 
can be for a single publication or for a lifetime of biographical work. 
 
 
The Best Manuscript Award 
At the beginning of each year, the editor of the AHJ chooses 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place recipients of the Best Manuscript Award from the previous year's jour-
nals. The 1st place recipient(s) receives a plaque and a check for $300, the 2nd 
place recipient(s) receives a check for $100 and the 3rd place recipient(s) re-
ceives a check for $100. 
 
Nominations deadline for all awards: June 1, 2017 
 

Send nominations to: 
Academy Executive Committee at acchistory@case.edu 

(Continued from page 17) 
 

Gary Giroux Publishes “Accounting History 
and the Rise of Civilization, Volume Two” 
 
Accountants were present at the creation of civilization, maintained their im-
portance throughout history, and proved essen-
tial at various stages of cultural development—
from the earliest record-keeping and the inven-
tion of writing, to double-entry bookkeeping, 
cost accounting of complex manufacturing, the 
development of professional management and 
accounting (which went hand-in-hand), 
through the amazing technologies of the infor-
mation age. In other words, our civilization 
does not exist without sophisticated account-
ants and their dynamic inventions. Telling this 
amazing story is the purpose of this book. The 
story of accounting and how information is 
collected, analyzed and disclosed is as old as—
and absolutely essential to—civilization. This 
book is a brief history of accounting, focusing 
on the long-term importance of accounting on 
issues from information accumulation and 
analysis around money and finance, business and government, and continuing 
success as technology and innovation expands. The focus is relatively tradition-
al, except it intertwines with commerce, finance, and related business interests 
that make up what became modern civilization.  
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Spring Cleaning Part of 
Academy’s Transition  

 
 
 
 
March 11-15 2017 
Transition transferring 
of 20 bankers boxes of 
materials to Sarasota of 
Academy historical rec-
ords; some materials 
were reclaimed via 
shredding and 120 plus 
boxes of surplus inven-
tory of journals and 
notebooks were sent to 
recycle. (Photo by Gary 
J. Previts) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MARCH 13 2017 Trustee Board Chair Dale Flesher stands beside the second stack of 
journals being sent to recycle, cleared from Ole Miss’ Conner Hall Room 303, which 
had been accumulated over the past two decades. The first batch of similar size was 
cleared over the weekend along with four portable rolling containers filled with other 
paper discards. (Photo by Gary J. Previts) 
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Calls for Papers & Upcoming Conferences 

 
For current information, visit the Academy’s new website at 

www.aaahq.org/AAH. 
 
 
 

Notebook Content 
 
To submit items for inclusion in the Notebook, email the Academy Ad-

ministrator, Tiffany Welch, at acchistory@case.edu. 
 
 
 

Award Nominations 
 
For detailed information on Academy awards and current deadlines, vis-

it the Awards section of the Academy website at 
www.aaahq.org/AAH/Awards or turn to pages 15-17. 

 
 
 


